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POSITION PAPER 

HB 1703 - Pertaining to Abolition of the Death Penalty 
 
PERTINENT CONSIDERATIONS 

1. COST 
a. The average cost of a capital case resulting in execution is nearly three times higher than the 

cost of lifetime incarceration ($2.1 million vs. $770 thousand; Dallas Morning News). 
b. Funds that are expended in pursuit of the death penalty can be better spent on meaningful 

crime prevention measures (i.e., more police, better equipment, drug treatment programs) 
and support for murder victims’ families. 

2. ARBITRARINESS OF THE SYSTEM 
a. The decision to seek the death penalty rests with the District Attorney.  Counties with larger 

budgets have greater capacity to seek the death penalty than those with smaller budgets.  As 
a result, similar crimes that occur in different counties can lead to different charges and 
sentences. 

b. The quality of defense is dependent upon the defendent’s fiscal resources. 
c. Only 22 counties in Texas have imposed death sentences in the last 5 years.  Five counties 

account for 54% of new death sentences since 2008. 
3. INNOCENCE  

a. Twelve individuals have been released from death row in Texas due to evidence of their 
wrongful conviction (out of 142 nationwide). 

b. There is a high probability that Texas has wrongfully executed four individuals:  
i. Carlos de Luna (1989); faulty identification procedures and no physical evidence 

ii. Ruben Cantu (1993); inaccurate single eyewitness testimony 
iii. Claude Jones (2000); incorrect forensic analysis of DNA evidence 
iv. Cameron Todd Willingham (2004); questionable “expert witness” testimony 

4. LACK OF DETERRENCE 
a. The FBI Uniform Crime Report shows repeatedly that the South has the highest murder rate 

yet the South accounts for over 80% of the executions in the nation. 
b. A 2009 national poll found that police chiefs ranked the death penalty last among ways to 

reduce violence crime and considered it the least efficient use of taxpayers’ dollars. 
5. DECLINING SUPPORT 

a. New death sentences in Texas have declined more than 75% since 2002. 
i. District Attorneys are seeking it less because of the cost to prosecute a death penalty 

case; instead, they are opting for the sentence of Life in Prison without the Possibility 
of Parole. 

ii. Juries are handing down fewer death sentences after giving full consideration to the 
question of future dangerousness or mitigating factors. 

b. Only nine new sentences were imposed in 2012.  This is the fourth consecutive year in which 
this number has been in single digits.  
 

RECOMMENDATION:  TCADP recommends that HB 1703 receive a hearing by the House Criminal 
Jurisprudence Committee so that elected officials can engage in dialogue on this important issue. 
 


