
New Report Documents Historic Shifts in Texas Death Penalty Landscape 
 

In 2016, new death sentences remained at their lowest level since the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the state’s 
revised capital punishment statute in 1976.  According to TCADP’s year-end report, Texas Death Penalty 
Developments in 2016: The Year in Review, juries condemned three individuals to death and rejected the death 
penalty in a fourth case. In the last two years, juries rejected the death penalty in nearly as many cases as they 
imposed it.  
 
The report, which was released on December 
15, 2016, documents information  
on new death sentences, executions, and 
stays; reduced sentences; wrongful 
convictions; judicial developments; public 
opinion; and other issues affecting the 
administration of justice  
in Texas.   
 
As the death penalty continues to fall out of 
favor, its use remains geographically isolated.  Just seven counties – less than 3% of the 254 counties in Texas – 
account for approximately two-thirds of new death sentences since 2012.  For the second consecutive year, 
however, jurors in Harris and Dallas Counties were not responsible for any new death sentences.  These two 
counties, along with Bexar and Tarrant Counties, account for half of the death sentences imposed in Texas since 
1974. 
 
Of the three men sentenced to death last year, all are African-American.  Over the last five years, 80% of all 
new death sentences in Texas have been imposed on people of color; more 60% of these death sentences were 
imposed on African-American defendants.  
 
The State of Texas executed seven people in 2016, the lowest number of executions in two decades. There was 
an unusual six-month gap in executions, from April 6 to October 5, 2016. 
 
Notably, it was the first year since 1984 that an African-American was not 
executed. While African-Americans comprise only 12.5% of the population in 
Texas, they constitute 44% of death row inmates, according to the Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice. Hispanics comprise 27.2% of individuals on 
death row (38.6% of population in Texas), and whites comprise 26.7% 
(43.5% of the Texas population).  
 
Continued on page 2 
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Scheduled Executions 2017 
 

January  

11–  Christopher Wilkins (executed) 

26–  Terry Edwards  

 

February  

2–  John Ramirez 

7–  Tilon Carter  

 

March 

7–  Rolando Ruiz  

14–  James Bigby  



Continued: TCADP 2016 Year-End Report 

Texas accounted for more than one-third of all U.S. executions, but, for the first time since 2002, it was not the 
nation’s busiest execution chamber.  
 

Several of the men executed in Texas last year were barely legal adults at the 
time of the crime.  The State also put to death individuals with evidence of 
severe mental illness, as well as someone who waived his appeals. Nearly half 
of the individuals executed by the State of Texas over the last two years had a 
significant impairment. This includes one individual with severe mental illness, and 
six men who were under the age of 21 at the time of their crimes.  
 
A total of 12 individuals scheduled for execution last year received reprieves. 
Seven stays of execution came from the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals, the 

state’s highest criminal court.   
 
The U.S. Supreme Court considered two death penalty cases from Texas during its October Term 2016; both 
cases originated in Harris County: 
 

 On October 5, 2016, the Justices heard oral argument describing racial bias in the death penalty 
case of Duane Buck. Buck was condemned to death in Harris County in 1997 after his own trial 
attorneys inexplicably introduced testimony and a report from a psychologist, Dr. Walter Quijano, 
who stated Buck was more likely to be dangerous in the future because he is black.  Buck’s attorney 
argued that the use of Quijano’s testimony was in direct violation of Buck’s right to effective 
representation.  
 

 On November 29, 2016 the Court heard oral argument in Moore v. Texas, a case that addresses 
Texas’ unscientific standard for determining whether a person is intellectually disabled and 
therefore exempt from execution. Moore v. Texas asks the Court to decide if it is unconstitutional for 
Texas “to prohibit the use of current medical standards on intellectual disability, and require the use 
of outdated medical standards, in determining whether an individual may be executed.”  

 
Texas Death Penalty Developments in 2016: The Year in Review is available online at www.tcadp.org. Contact 
report author Kristin Houlé at khoule@tcadp.org to receive a hard copy or a copy directly via email.    
 
Maps illustrating death sentences by county are available at http://tcadp.org/get-informed/death-sentences-
by-county/1974-2016-county-map/ and http://tcadp.org/get-informed/death-sentences-by-county/2012-
2016-new-death-sentences/. 
 
Members of the TCADP Lobby Corps will deliver copies of the report to every legislative office at the State 
Capitol on January 24-25, 2017.  We also intend to deliver copies to select District Attorney Offices in Texas.  
Contact Kristin at khoule@tcadp.org to learn more about these efforts.  
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In Memoriam: Joan Terrell  
 

We were saddened to learn of the recent passing of long-time TCADP member Joan 
Terrell, of Houston. She was a mother, mentor, and source of counsel to many women, an  
independent leader who remained a staunch social justice advocate. Through their  
memberships in St. Joseph's Catholic Church and the Live Oak Friends Meeting, their work 
with the Houston Food Bank and TCADP, and most especially in the generous friendship 
they extended to everyone they met, Joan and her late husband, Burnham Terrell, 
touched countless lives.  

http://www.tcadp.org
mailto:khoule@tcadp.org
http://tcadp.org/get-informed/death-sentences-by-county/1974-2016-county-map/
http://tcadp.org/get-informed/death-sentences-by-county/1974-2016-county-map/
http://tcadp.org/get-informed/death-sentences-by-county/2012-2016-new-death-sentences/
http://tcadp.org/get-informed/death-sentences-by-county/2012-2016-new-death-sentences/
mailto:khoule@tcadp.org


 

 
 
 
 
 
Board of Directors 
Bob Van Steenburg, President 
Linda White, PhD, Vice President 
Rich Woodward, PhD, Treasurer 
Angelle Adams, JD, Secretary 
Les Breeding 
Helene Burns 
George Cunningham, PhD 
Mary Heartlein 
Pat Monks, JD 
 
Staff 
Kristin Houlé, Executive Director 
Vicki McCuistion, Program Coordinator 
 
Volunteers 
Thanks so much to the following individuals 
who have volunteered in the TCADP Office or 
provided administrative support in recent 
months: Tom and Jean Egan, Alexandra Noll, 
and Margot Cromack. We are immensely 
grateful for your assistance!   
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Dr. Mike Renquist, President 
Dr. Lauralee Harris, Vice President 
Rev. Susan Buchanan, Treasurer 
DJ Compton, Secretary 
Shannon Breeding 
Rev. Valda Jean Combs 
Dr. Keeley Crowfoot 
Rev. Dr. Jeff Hood 
Dr. Alan Knox 
Casey Magnuson 
Prof. Ana Otero 
Aftab Siddiqui 
 
Staff 
Kristin Houlé, Executive Director 
Vanessa Akins, Communications Coordinator  
Jason Redick, North Texas Outreach Coordinator  
Michelle Egbuna, Spring Intern 
 

 
Seizing the Momentum 
Seizing the Momentum is published quarterly by the Texas 
Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty (TCADP) and  
distributed to TCADP members and allies. It is available 
online and twice a year in print. 
 
Issue #55, Winter 2017: http://tcadp.org/get-informed/
newsletter-archives/ 
 
Editor: Vanessa Akins 
Winter 2017 Contributors: Vanessa Akins; Kristin Houlé; 
Jason Redick 
 
 
Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty 
2709 S Lamar, Suite 109 
Austin, TX 78704  
512.441.1808 
info@tcadp.org  
www.tcadp.org 
@TCADPdotORG 
 

TCADP would like to give a special thanks to Alan Knox, 
Jose Garibay, and Andrei Butuc for volunteering in the 
TCADP office!  

 

Connect with 
TCADP on 
Facebook! 

 
View photos from our events, connect with 
more than 4,800 other supporters, and learn 

about important death penalty 
developments.  “Like” us today!  

Want to see more coverage and  
images from our annual report? Visit Twitter 

and search using #TXDP2016 

Amplify Austin: Help TCADP five-peat!  

Amplify Austin, a 24-hour online fundraising 
festival, will take place from 6 PM on March 
2nd to 6 PM on March 3rd. You can help us 
win a $1,000 bonus prize for the fifth year in 
a row by donating between 1:00 and 2:00 
PM Central Time on Friday, March 3.  
Consider donating at: 
 
1:13 PM for the 13 people exonerated from 
Texas death row 
1:20 PM for the 20 jurisdictions (19 states and 
the District of Columbia) that don’t allow the 
death penalty 
1:40 PM for the 140 countries that have  
abolished the death penalty in law or practice 
1:56 PM for the 156 death row exonerations 

nationwide 

 

 
 
 

For more information, visit 
http:amplifyatx.ilivehereigivehere.org/TCADP 



 
TCADP 2017 Annual Conference:  

Moving to Higher Ground 

The TCADP 2017 Annual Conference will take place on Saturday, February 18, 2017 at St. David’s Episcopal 
Church in downtown Austin.  The theme of Moving to Higher Ground promises reflection on how far we’ve come 
and direction as to where we need to go to fulfill our mission to end the death penalty in Texas. Registration is 
available online or by mailing in the form on Page 7 of this newsletter.  Take advantage of pre-registration 
rates until February 8, 2017. If you can’t join us for the full day, consider purchasing a ticket for our awards 
luncheon and keynote address. 
 
Now in its 19th consecutive year, the TCADP Annual Conference is a must-attend event for everyone in the  
abolition movement in Texas. The conference features inspiring speakers, informative workshops, and great  
networking opportunities. Here are some highlights of this year’s program: 

 
Keynote Speaker: Brian Stolarz 
Brian Stolarz served as habeas corpus counsel to Alfred Dewayne Brown, who was  
exonerated in June 2015 after spending 10 years on Texas’ death row. Stolarz  
received the 2015 Light of Justice Award from the Texas Defender Service for his  
efforts to secure justice for Mr. Brown, and his work on the case has been profiled in the  
Washington Post and the Houston Chronicle, and on the Today Show.  His book about his 
relationship with Brown, Grace and Justice on Death Row: The Race Against Time and 
Texas to Free an Innocent Man, is a Washington Post best-seller. Books will be available 
for purchase and signing during the conference.  
 

Stolarz is the leader of LeClairRyan's Compliance, Investigations and White Collar team. 
He focuses his practice on white collar criminal defense, internal investigations, anti-
bribery matters, government contracts, securities enforcement, and commercial litigation.  

 
Stolarz has received several awards for his dedication to pro bono service, including the Pro Bono Legal  
Service Award from the John Carroll Society at a reception attended by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, 
Associate Justices, and the Archbishop of Washington, D.C. He is also the recipient of the 2014 Caritas 
Award, the highest honor awarded by Catholic Charities in the Archdiocese of Washington in recognition of 
professionals who advocate on behalf of vulnerable and oppressed populations.  
 
The morning panel will focus on media coverage of the 
death penalty and will feature the following  
journalists: 
 Pamela Colloff, Texas Monthly 
 Jolie McCollough, Texas Tribune 
 Ryan Poppe, Texas Public Radio  
 TCADP 2015 Media Award Winner, Alex Hannaford 

will serve as moderator.  
 
Here’s a preview of some of the workshop sessions we’ll 
be offering during the conference: 

 The national death penalty landscape 

 An in-depth look at wrongful convictions 

 Mobilizing networks to create change 

 Legislative advocacy 

 The intersection of mental health and the criminal justice 

system 
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Thank you, 2017 Conference Sponsors! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Mimbela, Mimbela Contractors Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 

Lifespark: Movement against the death penalty 
 

Know a company or organization interested in 
being a sponsor or purchasing a  

program ad? Visit http://tcadp.org/what-we-
do/annual-conference/ for more information. 

http://www.stdave.org/
http://www.stdave.org/
http://tcadp.org/wp-content/plugins/civicrm/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=19350&qid=1234522
http://tcadp.org/wp-content/plugins/civicrm/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=19065&qid=1194091
http://skyhorsepublishing.com/titles/11892-9781510715103-grace-and-justice-on-death-row
http://skyhorsepublishing.com/titles/11892-9781510715103-grace-and-justice-on-death-row
http://tcadp.org/what-we-do/annual-conference/
http://tcadp.org/what-we-do/annual-conference/


TCADP 2017 Award Winners 
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The  TCADP Board of Directors is delighted to announce the recipients of our 2017 Annual Awards, which will be  

presented during the luncheon at our 2017 Annual Conference. 

Appreciation Award 
TCADP’s Appreciation Award is bestowed upon individuals and organizations who have 
made significant – often selfless – contributions towards our efforts to end the death penalty 
in Texas.  We are pleased to present our 2017 Appreciation Award to Lindsey  
Pearlstein, in gratitude for her hundreds of hours of volunteer service with TCADP as a  

full-time undergraduate student at the University of Texas-Austin. 

Lindsey Pearlstein, an Elementary Education major and native of Massachusetts, served as 
TCADP’s Advocacy Intern in the Fall of 2014 through the Bridging Disciplines Program.  She 
then volunteered in our office on a regular basis the following two semesters, through the 
end of 2015. We are forever grateful to Lindsey for her contributions to our work and her 
commitment to social justice, and we can’t wait to see how the next chapter of her life unfolds 
when she graduates in May 2017. 
 

Courage Award 
We are pleased to present our 2017 Courage Award to Alfred Dewayne 
Brown in recognition of the 10 years he spent as an innocent man on Texas’ 
death row and his continued pursuit of justice and compensation from the 

State. 

On June 8, 2015, the Harris County District Attorney’s Office dismissed capital 
murder charges against Brown, who was wrongly convicted of the murders 
of Houston Police Officer Charles R. Clark and store clerk Alfredia Jones at a 

check-cashing business in 2003. 

The Texas Court of Criminal Appeals overturned Brown’s conviction and death 
sentence on November 5, 2014, after finding the Harris County District Attorney’s Office withheld material evidence  
favorable to his case, specifically, a record of a phone call that corroborated his claim that he was at his girlfriend’s 
apartment the morning the murders took place. In 2013, a homicide detective found a box of phone records in his garage 
that indicated Brown made the call exactly when he asserted. The file was never shared with Brown’s defense counsel 

during his original trial. 

Brown is the 13th person to be exonerated from death row in Texas.  A total of 156 people have been exonerated from 
death rows nationwide since 1973. 

 

David P. Atwood Founder’s Award 
The David P. Atwood Founder’s Award was established by the TCADP Board of Directors in 
2010 in honor of Houstonian Dave Atwood, who founded our organization more than 20 years 
ago.  The award honors those who have made a lifelong commitment to justice. We are 
pleased to present the 2017 Founder’s Award to State Senator Eddie Lucio, Jr. in honor of his 
many important contributions to the cause of ending the death penalty, particularly his  
sponsorship of the first death penalty repeal bill to be introduced in the Texas Senate and his 

advocacy for alternatives to the ultimate punishment. 

A leader on education, healthcare and economic development, Senator Eddie Lucio, Jr. is the 
Chairman of the Senate Committee on Intergovernmental Relations and a former educator and 
coach.  In the 79th Legislative session, he authored the bill establishing Life Without Parole in 
Texas, and in the 84th Legislative session, he authored SB 1661, a bill to repeal the death 

penalty in Texas. 

As he prepares for the 85th Legislative Session, Senator Lucio is guided by the values he learned growing up in  
Brownsville, which were enriched as an educator and cultivated in the corridors of the State Capitol, putting people first 
and advocating for the hard-working families deep in the heart of Texas. 



TCADP thanks the following members who contributed between October 21, 2016 and January 18, 2017.  
Your financial support is critical to all of the activities and events described in this newsletter. Please let us know 
if we inadvertently left you or anyone in your household off of this list.  We apologize in advance if we missed 
anyone. 
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Angelle Adams* 
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Tony and Lynn Akins* 
Dr. Kate Allen* 
Karen Arnold 
Kay Arnold 
Cyril and Angela Arney* 
David Atwood* 
Nancy Bailey 
Aaron Ballard* 
Bryan Barnett* 

Mardi Baron* 
Kathy Barrett* 
John Barringer 
Anne Marie Barrios 
Carol and Chuck Bayens 
Roger Berger 
Niki Bergin* 
Richard Best* 
William Bleecker 
Rev. Glynden Bode 
William Bolin* 
Sr. Nancy Boushey 
Bruce Bower 
Kim Brewster 
David and Rochelle Bridges 
Ron and Sharon Brown 
Sarah Brown and Craig Miley 
Rev. Guston Browning 
Rev. Susan Buchanan* 
Joseph and Mia Buchwald 

Gelles 
Dorothy Burge  
Helene Burns* 
Rae Venable Calvert 
Angelo Capozzi 
Sr. Mary Alice Carbajal, OP 
Richard and Sara Carta 
Nicole and Ruben Casarez 
Chris Castillo 
Maria Castillo 
Ruben Catano* 
Jan Stockard Cato 

Sophie Caton* 
Dr. Kathleen Christensen* 
Pat Clark 
Bill and Marcia Cleaver 
DJ Compton* 
Serena Connelly 
Francis Conroy 
Jim and Sherry Coombes* 
Pat Cramer 
Mariarosaria Crispino* 
Gail Cronauer 
Keeley Crowfoot* 
Heather Cunnup* 

Janice Curry 
Wayne Daniel 
Allan De Laurell 
Alison Dieter* 
Angela and Herb Diener* 
Arthur L. Dietz* 
Jesse Doiron, Jr. 
Maggie Dostal 
Christopher Dowling 
Kay Duffy-Taylor* 
Thomas Dum* 

Jimmy Dunne 
Martha Eberle* 
Lisa Emerson* 
Stephanie Ertel 
Frances T. Farenthold 
Cindy Fisher* 
Celeste Fitzgerald 
Adrienne Foreman 
Joseph Forman 
Dr. Gene Franks 
Eliseo Garcia 
Manuel Garcia 
Anne Geyer and William 

Barkhouse 
Roger Gibeault 
Rev. Mary Glover 
Maine S. Goodfellow 
Tom Green* 
Susan Gries 
Joanne Groshardt 
Karen Hall 
Thomas and Colleen Hall 
Mary Hampton 
Steve and Jan Hartung 
Lauralee Harris* 
Cecelia Hawkins* 
Mary Heartlein* 
Jan Heinrichs* 
Anne Hinds 
May Agnes Hochstein 
Stephen Hoenack 
Rebecca M. Hogan 

Mary Elizabeth Hollmann 
Judy Holloway* 
Amanda and Casey Houlé 
John Houlé and Kathy Hayden* 
Michael and Mary Ann Huston 
Claire and Reagan Jackson 
Ray and Mary Gail Nagai 

Jacobson 
Cindy and Mike Johnson 
Cynthia Johnson 
Rev. Gordon Johnson 
Paula Keeth* 
Greg Kelly 

Rev. Bernard and Carol Kern 
Richard Kim 
Dr. Alan F. and Cindy Knox* 
Elliot Kralj 
Deacon Robert Leibrecht 
Hollis Lewis 
Jack Lubben 
Louis and Kathy Mace-Delarue 
Alicia Machado 
Fr. John Manahan* 
Samuel Martin 

Barbara McGuirk* 
William R. Mefford* 
Bob Michael  
Deborah and Arnold 

Michalewicz 
Pat Monks, Esq.* 
Gabrielle Moore* 
Pamela Morgan 
Christine and Mike Morshedi 
Bill Mueller* 
Eamonn Mulchrone 
Anne Mund* 
Hon. Sheila Murphy 
Rev. Ruby Nelson 
John Nikolatos 
Prof. Ana Otero* 
Linda Persohn 
Carol Peters 
Clotilde Pichon* 
Rev. Carroll and Jane Pickett* 
Linda Price* 
Mary Pustejovsky 
Bob Rankin 
John Reiser* 
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Sr. Patricia Ridgley, SSMN 
Pamela Rogers 
David and Christina Romer 
Scott Ruthart 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Salzman 
Gordon Sanford 

Rev. Franz Schemmel and Ann 
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Catherine E. Schneider* 
Veronique Schlumberger 
Robert Schuwerk 
Marian Schwartz 
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Susan Shaw 
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Kay Silkenson 
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Rabbi Samuel Stahl 
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Claudia Stravato 
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Carol and John Tures 
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Dr. Jill Uecker 
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Dorothy Van Soest 
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Joe Watt 
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Rev. Mark Woodruff 
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Rev. John Yeaman* 
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Advocates for Social Justice - 

First UMC, Arlington 

Dominican Sisters of Houston 
Lifespark (Switzerland) 
Methodist Federation for Social 

Action-Central Texas Chapter 
Sisters of St. Mary of Namur 
St. John's United Methodist      
   Church (Austin) 

 
*Signifies Partners for Justice or 
Sustaining Members, TCADP’s 
recurring giving programs 

 



 
    $60 TCADP Member  
     
 
    $80 Non-Member  
     
 
              $30 Student 
      
 
    $35 Luncheon ticket only  
              
    Enclosed is an additional contribution 
    toward the conference. 
 
 
Rates will increase after February 8, 2017. 

Please make checks payable to TCADP or go online to 
www.tcadp.org to register.  
 
Mail payment and registration form to:  
TCADP; 2709 S. Lamar; Austin, TX 78704.   
 

Lunch  
preference: 

Vegan 
Vegetarian 

No restrictions 

 Register Today!   

 
Name(s): __________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ____________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ___________________________________________ 
 
Credit Card Type: ______________  Exp Date: ___________ 
 
Card Number: _____________________________________     
 
Registration includes breakfast tacos and lunch. 
 
Questions? Contact the TCADP office at 512-441-1808.   
 

TCADP 2017 Annual Conference  
February 18, 2017 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM  

St. David’s Episcopal Church 
Austin, Texas 

 

As I counted the final days of 2016, I began to look at pictures, 
emails and posts from my work with TCADP for the year.  We 
had one busy year together in North Texas!  I am so thankful for 
all the working relationships that were created and sustained in 
2016.  One of the major takeaways I keep with me after  
reflection is the value and necessity of ongoing connection and 
relationships.   
 
The holiday season is normally a time when faith communities and 
civic organizations focus inward, and it can be difficult to plan 
events.  But this year we saw some fruit from long-standing  
relationships.  The members of First Congregational Church of 
Fort Worth made death penalty abolition a major component of 
their Advent worship focus.  I was even able to visit one Sunday 
and speak with a Sunday School class.  They had planned a 

church-wide activity where members personally signed birthday cards for people on Texas’ death row.  These 
actions came about from a sincere interest on the part of First Congregational Church leaders to humanize the 
death penalty issue for their congregants.  What better way to humanize those on death row than to send them 
birthday cards, helping to celebrate their birth and life?  I am thankful for the work and witness of First  
Congregational that is growing every day.   
 
In addition, I spoke at the Chorizo and Menudo Breakfast of LULAC (League of United Latin American  
Citizens) in Fort Worth back in October and received support and encouragement from local members of an 
organization with a long-held position against the death penalty.  In all, what I really take away from 2016 is 
that long-term, consistent working relationships are crucial to our efforts to end the death penalty.  Whether 
you’re a new supporter or long-term member, I hope our connection grows in 2017!   
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By Jason Redick 
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T E X A S  C O A L I T I O N  T O  A B O L I S H  T H E  D E A T H  P E N A L T Y  

Is your  
membership 
current? Call 
the TCADP 
office at (512)
441-1808 to 
see if it’s time 
to renew.   
Thank you! 

TCADP 2017 Annual Conference  
Moving to Higher Ground 

 

Saturday, February 18, 2017, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
St. David’s Episcopal Church  
301 E. 8th Street, Austin, Texas 

Registration Options: 
 By mail (see form on page 7) 
 Online at www.tcadp.org 
 By phone (call the TCADP office 

at 512.441.1808) 

 General Membership Meeting 
 Panel Discussion 
 Keynote Speaker  
 Annual Awards Luncheon 
 Workshops  
 Exhibitors  

Pre-Registration by February 8, 2017: 
TCADP Member $60 / Non-Member $80 

Student $30 
 

After February 8, 2017: 
TCADP Member $75 / Non-Member $95 

Student $35  
 

Registration fee includes breakfast tacos and lunch. 
 

Luncheon Ticket Only — Keynote and Awards 
12:30 to 2:30 PM (Must purchase by February 8th) $35 

 
 

 
More information: 

http://tcadp.org/what-we-do/annual-conference/ 


