
Sister Helen Prejean Speaks to Full House in Austin 
Sister Helen Prejean, the internationally known speaker and author of Dead Man Walking,  addressed a crowd of 300 at 
St. Edward’s University on Friday evening, October 
12, as part of “Faithful Considerations: A Discussion 
with Sister Helen Prejean and Austin Faith               
Leaders”.  Sister Helen was fresh from a trip            
crisscrossing California, speaking in churches to 
encourage voting for Proposition 34 to repeal the 
death penalty on the November ballot.  
 

“Faithful Considerations” was the third such              
discussion hosted by TCADP (Houston, 2011; San 
Antonio, 2011), with a fourth one being planned 
for Dallas on December 4 at Paul Quinn College. 
The discussions have featured clergy and                    
denominational leaders sharing their perspectives 
on the death penalty and encouraging people of 
faith to stand up and speak out.   
 

The Austin event featured a conversation between 
Sister Helen Prejean, Dr. John Elford, senior pastor of University United Methodist Church, and Pastor Nestor Menjivar,          
pastor of Principe de Paz Baptist Church.  Dr. Elford was asked to be a part of the conversation due to his leadership and 
experience in tackling difficult issues while senior pastor at University UMC: “My fervent hope is that dialogue among  
Christians and practitioners of other religions will help us recover our voice as a people committed to peace and                    
non-violence.” Pastor Menjivar has a long history of being involved in social justice issues and serving on the Board of the 
General Baptist Convention and Christian Life Commission. “I believe pastors and other religious leaders need to fully            
understand their God-given obligation and responsibility to teach God’s great mercy, which he calls us to show to others, 
especially those considered the least deserving,” he told TCADP. 

 

Both Dr. Elford and Pastor Menjivar shared that clergy can have a tendency to avoid difficult issues as they shepherd their 
diverse congregations, but they have also learned that people seem to hunger for that direction and real application of 
their faith to the world around them. 
 

The discussion was sponsored by Catholic Mobilizing Network, Congregational Church of Austin, Diocese of Austin Office of 
Prolife Activities and Chaste Living, General Board of Church and Society United Methodist Church, Methodist Federation of 
Social Action—Southwest Texas Chapter, Murder Victims’ Families for Reconciliation, St. Edward’s University, Liz and Duff 
Stewart, Texas Baptist Christian Life Commission, Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death 
Penalty, and the Texas Interfaith Center for Public Policy. Tremendous thanks are also 
owed to Liza Manjarez, Mo McMorrow, Herb and Angela Diener, and Rev. Richard 
Bates. Links to video and pictures can be found at tcadp.org/what-we-do/religious-
outreach/.  Read tweets from the event #SrHelen. 
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Scheduled Executions 

October 
24 Bobby Hines  

31 Donnie Roberts  
 

November 

8 Mario Swain 
14 Ramon Hernandez 
15 Preston Hughes  
 
Execution Vigils: tcadp.org under  

“Get Involved - Stop Executions” 

Sister Helen Prejean, picture by Mo McMorrow 



Dear TCADP Members and Supporters, 
 
In the weeks leading up to our recent event with Sister Helen Prejean in Austin, I found myself 
reflecting on my memories of hearing her speak for the first time and, before that, watching 
the film “Dead Man Walking” when it first appeared in movie theaters in late 1995/early 
1996. At the time, I was a student at the University of Kentucky and went to a showing in 
Lexington.  I remember sitting in the theater in stunned silence, emotionally drained and with 
a tear-streaked face, long after the credits had rolled and the lights had come up.  
 
“Dead Man Walking” was a flashpoint in my own awakening on the death penalty issue.  I 
had been involved with Amnesty International for a couple of years by that point and had read about terrible 
cases of injustice involving individuals facing execution.  I had read John Grisham’s The Chamber and several other 
books but I had never seen an execution portrayed on film or the powerful witness of victim’s family members as 
presented in the movie.  My awakening crystallized the next year when the Commonwealth of Kentucky decided to 
carry out its first execution in more than 30 years.  I became involved with efforts to stop that execution, which put 
me on a path that eventually led me here to Texas.   
 
Every social justice movement has its flashpoints.  In the abolition movement, the successful legislative campaign to 
repeal the death penalty in New Jersey in 2007 has since inspired three other states to do so in recent years.   
Before that, Illinois Governor George Ryan’s declaration of a moratorium on executions in 2000 totally changed 
the conversation about the risk of executing innocent people.  And before that, in 1996, there was “Dead Man 
Walking” and Sister Helen.   
 
“Dead Man Walking” wasn’t just a flashpoint for me in my activism but for thousands, even millions, of people in 
this country and around the world.  Sister Helen takes us on her journey to all the dark places we may not want to 
go but to which we must travel.  Through her written words, through the film, and more recently, through the opera 
and play, “Dead Man Walking” has created unprecedented dialogue on the death penalty.   
 
Earlier this month we were thrilled to continue that dialogue with Sister Helen herself, one of the most inspiring, 
passionate, insightful, and, yes, incredibly funny people I’ve ever met.  We also were honored by the presence of 
Reverend John Elford and Pastor Nestor Menjivar, two 
local faith leaders who graciously shared their own           
journeys on the death penalty with us.   
 
Building now on three successful dialogue events in          
Houston, San Antonio, and Austin, TCADP next will travel 
to Dallas in December for an evening with faith leaders 
and people of faith.  You can read more about that 
event on the back page.  And, in February, we will 
gather together in Austin for our annual conference, 
whose theme – “Changing the Conversation” – reflects 
this work to engage new stakeholders in conversations 
about the death penalty. (Registration and hotel               
information can be found on page 6.) 
 
I hope all of these events will leave you inspired,                 
provoked, energized, and committed to action.  Thank 
you for supporting TCADP as we continue the dialogue 
and the journey together! 
 
With gratitude, 

From the Executive Director 
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Calendar of Events 
 

October 

4 Screening of “At the Death House Door” and discussion, 7 
PM; St. John’s United Methodist Church, Austin 
7 Odessa Chapter Meeting, 4:00 PM; TCADP booth at            
Fiesta Latinoamericana! in Dallas 
10 World Day Against the Death Penalty; Houston Press 
Conference and Vigil; Scheduled execution of Jonathan 
Green 
12 “Faithful Considerations: A Discussion with Sr. Helen            
Prejean and Austin Faith Leaders,” 7:00 PM, St. Edward’s              
University, Austin 
13-14 TCADP Booth at Gran Festival of Nuestra Senora del 
Pilar Catholic Church, Dallas 
14 TCADP Booth at “For Life Fair” St. Frances of Assisi, San 
Antonio 

15 El Paso chapter meeting, 7:00 PM 
18 Scheduled execution of Anthony Haynes– STAYED 
24 Scheduled execution of Bobby Hines 
25 TCADP Fort Worth Gathering 
26-27 TCADP booth at the University of Dallas Ministry 
Conference 
27-28 Damien Echols, one of the “West Memphis Three,” 
appearance at the Texas Book Festival in Austin 
28 TCADP presentation to the San Antonio Friends Meeting 
31 Scheduled execution of Donnie Roberts 
 

 

November 
6 Election Day 
8 Scheduled Execution: Mario Swain 
10 HPJC Awards Dinner w/ Bryan Stevenson http://
www.hpjc.org/node/403 
14 Scheduled Execution: Ramon Hernandez 
15 Scheduled Execution: Preston Hughes 
15-17 GRACE 10th Anniversary events http://bit.ly/SMKhBj  
18 Anthony Graves -Wesley UMC Austin, 10:00am; 
“Execution” Film, Regal Metropolitan—Austin 7:30pm 
21Dallas Religious Organizing committee 6:00pm, Chapter 
meeting 7:00pm, dallas@tcadp.org 

27 El Paso Chapter Meeting, 7:00pm, elpaso@tcadp.org 
 

December 

1 Death Row Holiday Card Write-a-thon, Dallas, 11:00-
4:00, dallas@tcadp.org 
4 “A Faithful Conversation on the Death Penalty with Dallas 
Faith Leaders” Paul Quinn College, Dallas, 7:00pm 
19 Dallas Religious Organizing committee 6:00pm, Chapter 
meeting 7:00pm, dallas@tcadp.org 
 
 

Full event descriptions and monthly chapter meeting dates with active 
links can be found at www.tcadp.org under “Get Involved - Attend 
Events”. 
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Board of Directors 
Bob Van Steenburg, President 
Les Breeding, Vice President 
Rich Woodward, PhD, Treasurer 
Angelle Adams, JD, Secretary 
Helene Burns 
Kay Duffy-Taylor 
Mary Heartlein 
Rev. Bernard Kern 
Pat Monks, JD 
Estrus Tucker 
 
Staff 
Kristin Houlé, Executive Director 
Vicki McCuistion, Program Coordinator 
 
TCADP Advisory Board 
Dave Atwood, TCADP Founder 
Dr. Roger C. Barnes, University of the Incarnate Word 
Gary Bledsoe, President NAACP Texas 
Duane Bradley, Manager KPFT Radio 
Rep. Lon Burnam, Texas State Representative 
Thomas Cahill, author  
Joan M. Cheever, author  
Jim Coombes, Retired Colonel US Air Force 
Brother Richard Daly, St Edward’s University 
Frances T. “Sissy” Farenthold, Former Texas State Representative 
Rep. Jessica Farrar, Texas State Representative 
Mike Farrell, actor, author 
Archbishop Joseph A. Fiorenza, Bishop Emeritus,  
 Diocese of Galveston-Houston 
Anthony Graves, Death Row Exonoree and Investigator 
Sylvia Gonzales, LULAC/Hispanic Women in Leadership 
Steve Hall, StandDown Texas Project 
Dr. Rick Halperin, Southern Methodist University 
Jim Harrington, Director Texas Civil Rights Project 
Sara Hickman, singer, musician, songwriter 
Sam Millsap, Former District Attorney 
Rev. Carroll L. “Bud” Pickett, Former Death House Chaplain 
Sr. Helen Prejean, author  
Rabbi Samuel M. Stahl, Rabbi Emeritus Temple Beth-El 
Linda White, Murder Victim Family Member 
Bishop Joe A. Wilson, Retired Methodist Bishop 
 
 
Volunteers 
Thanks so much to the following individuals who have volunteered 
in the TCADP Office or provided administrative support in recent 
months: Herb and Angela Diener, Christina Dunigan, Tom and 
Jean Egan, Jade Herman, and Kay Forth. We are immensely 
grateful for your assistance!   

Follow TCADP on TWITTER! 
 

@TCADPdotORG 
 

Breaking news, coming 
events, things you 
should know! RETWEET! 

http://bit.ly/SMKhBj
mailto:elpaso@tcadp.org
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Joe Walker returned to his Greenville, Texas home on a hot day in July 2006 to find a 
note to call the police.  A devout Catholic, Joe was coming home from Confession at his 
church.  
 

Soon the police were in his home telling him that his 40-year-old daughter, Sarah Anne Walker, had been          
murdered.  Sarah, a real estate agent, had been found stabbed 27 times in a model home in a suburb of 
McKinney.  
 

“I didn’t believe it. I called my son and he already knew. I was hard to get hold of, and Sarah’s mother was sick 
and couldn’t answer the door,” Joe said.  
 

A priest came to the Walker home and Joe told him, “We need to pray for the killer, too.” He has been doing 
so ever since.  
 

At Sarah’s funeral, Joe again asked for prayers not only for the soul of his daughter and for his family, but for 
the killer, who had not yet been caught.  About two months later, through the efforts of local and state police, 
the Texas Rangers and the FBI, Kosoul Chanthakoummane was arrested for the murder.  Kosoul was tried for 
capital murder and received a death sentence in 2007.  
 

Motivated by his devout Catholic faith, Joe wrote to the murderer and sent him the diary of Saint Maria Faustina 
Kowalska, revered for her emphasis on the merciful love of God and the flow of that love from one’s own heart 
to those in need of it.  Joe told the perpetrator in a note that he forgave him for the murder.  
 

Since Sarah’s death, Joe has been praying for Kosoul daily, guided by the Divine Mercy Chaplet.  The chaplet is 
a devotion based on Kowalska’s writings and said to be followed by over 100 million Roman Catholics. “I have 
been praying the chaplet for him almost every day. I have only missed a few days in the past five years,” Joe 
said.  
 

Forgiving Kosoul was just part of his faith, Joe said. And so is his opposition to the death penalty.  
 

“If you are going to expect mercy from the Lord, you must show mercy. Even though the thing he (Kosoul) did 
gives us the right to do the same, I am against violence,” Joe said. 
 

When asked by the district attorney in the case about seeking the death penalty, Joe responded that he was 
against the death penalty. The district attorney agreed to think about what Joe said and decide whether he 
would seek the death penalty in the case. The next day Joe read in the newspaper that the district attorney was 
seeking death for the murder of Sarah.  
 

Although Joe was asked to speak against the defendant receiving the death penalty, he decided against taking 
the stand. “I still struggle with that. Maybe I should’ve taken the stand, but I don’t think it would have made a 
difference,” he said. 
 

What Joe experienced during those dark days and years would shake anyone to their very foundations and 
challenge their convictions.  Joe found in his faith the basis for moving forward – and for opposing the death 
penalty.  
 

Joe Walker and his wife, Carol, have been married 48 years. Joe worked in retail 35 years before he                   

retired. Joe is active with the Knights of Columbus, local charities and his local Catholic Church. 

“If you are going to expect mercy from the Lord, you must show mercy. 
Even though the thing he (Kosoul) did gives us the right to do the same, 
I am against violence.”     - Joe Walker 

Submitted by Chris Castillo, National Outreach Coordinator for Murder Victims’ 
Families for Reconciliation, ccastillo@mvfr.org.  
 
Read more “Voices of Texas” under “Resources” -  
http://tcadp.org/what-we-do/victims-outreach/ 

Voices of  Texas 
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Death Penalty Developments (as of October 15, 2012) 

Executions 
To date this year, the State of Texas has carried out 10 executions, out of 31 nationwide. There are currently 5 
executions scheduled to take place before the end of the year.  
 

Stays of Execution 
On July 27, 2012, the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals granted a stay of execu-
tion to Marcus Druery. Druery was scheduled to be executed on August 1 for the 
2002 murder of Skyyler Browne in rural Brazos County. Serious questions sur-
round his mental competency; the State’s own mental health professionals repeat-
edly have diagnosed him as schizophrenic. The Court granted the stay in order to 
review his attorneys’ request for a full and fair competency hearing. 
 

On August 22, 2012, the U.S. Supreme Court granted a stay to John Balentine 
just one hour before his execution was scheduled to take place. This is the third 
last-minute reprieve Balentine has received in recent years. He was sentenced to 
death for the 1998 murders of his ex-girlfriend’s brother, Mark Caylor, Jr., 17, 
and two other boys, Kai Geyer, 15, and Steven Watson, 15, in Amarillo. The 
Court stopped the execution to review a petition from Balentine’s lawyer that con-
tended his legal representation at trial and in the early stages of his appeal was 
deficient.  
   

New Death Sentences 
On August 29, 2012, a jury in Dallas County determined that Tyrone Cade should 
be put to death for the 2011 murders of his girlfriend, 37-year-old Mischell 
Fuller, and her daughter, 18-year-old Desaree Hoskins.  The jury rejected an in-
sanity defense.  This is the second new death sentence in Dallas County this year 
and the sixth new death sentence in Texas.  Overall, Dallas County accounts for 
the second-highest number of death sentences (104) and executions (49) in Texas. 
 

Jury Rejection 
On August 24, 2012, a jury in Bexar County (San Antonio) rejected the death 
penalty for Lorenzo Thompson. He was convicted of the 2010 capital murder of 
Vanessa Pitts, an Air Force basic training graduate he had robbed at a gas station. Thompson claims it was an acci-
dent. According to the San Antonio Express-News (“Jurors quickly reject death penalty for Thompson,” August 24, 
2012), it took the jury less than 30 minutes to determine that Thompson did not pose a future danger to society.  He 
will serve a sentence of life without parole. 
 

Updates on Other Cases 
The State of Texas executed Marvin Wilson on August 7, 2012 after the U.S. Supreme Court declined to grant him 
a stay based on evidence of his intellectual disabilities. Wilson was sentenced to death for killing a police infor-
mant, Jerry Williams, in Beaumont in 1992. His attorneys pointed to a test that established his IQ at 61, well below 
the threshold of 70 that suggests mental impairment. Although the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 2002 that it is uncon-
stitutional to execute the mentally retarded, the State of Texas continues to use unscientific guidelines to determine 
which defendants with intellectual disabilities are protected from execution. These guidelines, called “the Briseño 
factors,” after the decision that announced them, rely on stereotypes about mental retardation to exclude all but the 
most severely incapacitated from their constitutional protection against execution. 

 
New Resources 
 

Life After Death by Damien Echols, Blue Rider Press 

Damien Echols, the central figure in one of the most notorious cases of wrongful conviction in 
recent memory, presents a gripping, eloquently-written account of his early life, his arrest 
and trial, his eighteen years on death row, his new life after prison, and his ongoing quest for 
full exoneration in his definitive memoir, Life After Death. 
 

The journal writing and artwork that Echols did in prison helped him to process his experi-
ences and place them in some kind of comprehensible context.  They also revealed his artistic 
ambitions, which are clearly evident in his new memoir, for it is far more than simply a work 
of testimony, sensation, or even salvation.   
 

Damien Echols will be presenting Life After Death at the Texas Book Festival in Austin, October 
27. https://www.texasbookfestival.org/Author_Page.php?aid=4655 

Read more about the state 
of  the death penalty in 
TCADP’s annual report, 
Texas Death Penalty  
Developments in 2012:  
The Year in Review, which 
will be published in early  
December.  Look for an 

email from TCADP and 
check the website for more 
details.  If  you would be 
interested in blogging or 
submitting a letter to the 
editor in response to  
coverage of  the report, 
please contact Kristin at 
khoule@tcadp.org.   

http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local_news/article/Jurors-quickly-reject-death-penalty-for-Thompson-3812883.php
mailto:khoule@tcadp.org
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Save the Date!   

TCADP 2013 Annual Conference:  Changing the Conversation 

February 23, 2013, 8:00am to 5:30pm 

St. Edward’s University, Austin, Texas 

Highlights  

 Panel Discussion & Skill Building Workshops 

 Annual Awards Luncheon 

 Networking 
 
Conference Hotel: Wyndham Garden Hotel 
3401 South IH-35 Austin, Texas 78741 
 
King and Double Beds available, $109 a night Friday, 

February 22 and/or Saturday, February 23. 

Book by phone at 1-800-996-3426 and ask for the “Texas              
Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty Room Block” or go 
online to www.wyndhamaustin.com.  Click “search using Group code.”  Enter your desired dates of stay;  in the 
Group code box enter “02206702TX”.   
 
Hotel group rate cut off date:  2/01/2013.  If you have any difficulty, please contact Jennifer Sams at 
jsams@wyndham.com or 512-744-4831. 
 

To register for the conference and keep up to date on conference developments; go to:  
http://www.tcadp.org/what-we-do/annual-conference/. 
 

Special registration rates for TCADP members and students! 

November 6, 2012 Election Day 
 
TCADP is a 501(c)3 organization and cannot endorse candidates.  
However, we do encourage you to practice your civic responsibility 
and vote.  Please be sure to research candidates in local, state, 
and national races and their positions on criminal justice issues. 
State district judges, district attorneys, and judges on the Texas 
Court of Criminal Appeals all play a major role in the Texas death 
penalty system. 
 
Please communicate with your candidates and elected officials on 
all the issues that concern you, including your concerns about the 
Texas death penalty.  And then let TCADP know what you may 
learn about their perspectives on this issue. 
 
TCADP will be holding a lobby day during the 2013 Legislative Session, so be looking for more information in the 
coming newsletters and email communications!  Hope you will join us! 
 

Happy voting! 

http://sanantonioairport.place.hyatt.com/hyatt/hotels/place/index.jsp
http://tcadp.org/what-we-do/annual-conference/


 YES! I want to participate in the Partners for Justice program to help ensure a steady, reliable source of income that is 

crucial to the success of TCADP’s outreach, education, and advocacy initiatives! 

Name  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

WE WILL NOT SHARE YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS. 

I will make my gifts by: 

 E-Check 
By selecting this box, I authorize my 
bank to pay TCADP the amount I 
have indicated in the time frame 
stipulated below. I understand this 
agreement will remain in effect until 
I notify TCADP that I wish to change 
or cancel my pledge.  
 
Recurring Pledge Amount: 
$ _________________ 
 
Frequency: 
 Monthly 
 Quarterly 
 Semi-Annually 
 Annually 
 
Payment Information: 
Routing Number 

__________________________ 

Bank Account Number 

__________________________ 

 
 
 
*Please note that the minimum 
amount for credit card and e-check 
transactions is $10.00. 
 
 

 Credit Card 
By selecting this box, I authorize 
TCADP to automatically charge the 
amount indicated below to my 
credit card on a recurring basis. I 
understand this agreement will 
remain in effect until I notify TCADP 
that I wish to change or cancel my 
pledge.  
 
Recurring Pledge Amount: 
$ _________________ 
 
Frequency: 
 Monthly 
 Quarterly 
 Semi-Annually 
 Annually 
 
Payment Information: 
 Visa             
 MasterCard 
 American Express 
   
Credit Card Number 

____________________________ 

Expiration Date 

____________________________ 

Security Code 

____________ 

 Check 
My first gift by check is enclosed.  
 
Recurring Pledge Amount: 
$ _________________ 
 
Frequency: 
 Monthly 
 Quarterly 
 Semi-Annually 
 Annually 
 

If paying by e-check or credit card, please sign and date below: 

Signature (required) _________________________________________   Date _____________________________________  

To enroll as a Partner for Justice, please mail this completed form to: 

Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty 
2709 S. Lamar Blvd.  Suite 109 
Austin, TX 78704 
 

TCADP is a 501 (c)(3) organization.  Gifts to TCADP are fully tax-deductible.  No goods or services are ever sent in exchange for gifts. 

THANK YOU! 

Your gift will make a 

difference in our work 

for justice.  

We appreciate your 

support! 

Partners for Justice Enrollment Form 



TCADP Seeks Organizers for  
Film Screenings Statewide! 
 
December 7, 2012 marks 30 years since the resumption of executions 
in Texas.  It also is the anniversary of the execution of Carlos DeLuna 
in 1989.   

 
Earlier this year, the  
Columbia Univer-
sity Human Rights Law 
Review published a 
groundbreaking article 
that sheds new light on 
the case of DeLuna and 
seeks to answer haunting 
questions as to whether 
Texas executed the 
wrong person for the 
brutal murder of Wanda 
Lopez in Corpus Christi in 
1983. Cataloguing in 
minute detail everything 
that went wrong in             
DeLuna’s case, the article 
also provides compelling 
evidence of the identity 
of the real killer – a violent and dangerous man who was well known 

to law enforcement yet was ridiculed by prosecutors as a “phantom” of DeLuna’s imagination during his trial.  Read 
more about the case at http://tcadp.org/get-informed/wrongful-execution/and www.thewrongcarlos.net. 
 
In observance of these two anniversaries, and in conjunction with the release of our annual report on death penalty 
developments in 2012, TCADP seeks to arrange screenings of the film "At the Death House Door" throughout the 
state in early December.  The film presents the story of Reverend Carroll Pickett, who was with Carlos DeLuna on 
the last day of his life and witnessed his execution (Pickett also witnessed the execution of Charlie Brooks on Decem-
ber 7, 1982).  Interweaving the stories of Pickett, who served as the death house chaplain at the Walls Unit in 
Huntsville for 15 years, and DeLuna, “At the Death House Door” presents an up close and personal look at the 
Texas death penalty system.   
 
If you are interested in organizing a film screening or dialogue about the case of Carlos DeLuna, please contact 
TCADP at info@tcadp.org to make arrangements.  Thank you! 

Kay Duffy-Taylor Joins TCADP Board of Directors 

 
Kay Duffy-Taylor is a former criminal defense attorney from California. She 
specialized in defending serious felonies and murder cases including death 
penalty cases. Kay received her BA from Loyola Marymount University in Los 
Angeles and her Juris Doctorate from Gonzaga University School of Law in 
Spokane, Washington. Kay has also worked for two Members of Congress both 
in the legislative and campaign capacity and as a Litigation Counsel for the 
PETA Foundation - fighting against animal abuse in the courtroom. Kay moved 
to San Antonio when her husband retired from the Navy in 2010 and accepted 
a position with CPS Energy.          
     

      Page 8, Fall 2012 

Complete a TCADP Member  
Survey Today! 
Thank you so much for completing this           
survey for TCADP.  This information, which 
will be kept confidential, will help us better 
respond to the needs of our supporters and 
also utilize your gifts to further our mission 

of ending the death penalty. 

The survey is online at                                   
www.tcadp.org/member-survey/. It 
should take less than 10 minutes to               

complete. 

If you have any questions or comments, 
please be in touch with the TCADP office at 
512-441-1808 or info@tcadp.org. 

http://tcadp.org/get-informed/wrongful-execution/
http://www.thewrongcarlos.net/
mailto:info@tcadp.org
http://www.tcadp.org/member-survey/


STATE OFFICE—Austin    

(512) 441-1808   

info@tcadp.org 
 

Austin  

Bob Van Steenburg  

austin@tcadp.org      
                                 

 

Brazos Valley  

Rich Woodward 

collegestation@tcadp.org 
 

Brownsville  

Joe Krause 

brownsville@tcadp.org 
 

Corpus Christi  

Jeanne Adams                              

corpuschristi@tcadp.org 
 

Dallas  

Rick Halperin   

Laura Seipp 

dallas@tcadp.org 
 

El Paso  

Lety Moreno 

elpaso@tcadp.org 
 

Houston  

Nancy Bailey   

houston@tcadp.org 
 

 

Odessa  

Lorina  Martinez 

odessa@tcadp.org   
 

 

San Antonio  

Roger Barnes                                

sanantonio@tcadp.org 
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Look for TCADP on  
Facebook and “Like” today!   

See photos of activities and links to  
important news developments. 

News from the Field 

Here’s a snapshot of the outreach and educational events that TCADP staff and 
local members have sponsored or participated in over the last three months: 
 
Austin: TCADP Board President Bob Van Steenburg delivered a presentation on 
the death penalty to Bethany United Methodist Church in August and provided a 
workshop at the Justice and Charity Conference – Living the Good News,             
sponsored by the Catholic Diocese of Austin, in September. 
 
As part of the Austin area “Month of Faith in Action,” University United Methodist 
Church organized a screening of “The Empty Chair” on September 23, which 
about 40 people attended. At the end of September, First United Methodist 
Church hosted a presentation by Dr. Linda White, TCADP Advisory Board Mem-
ber and former board member of Murder Victims’ Families for Reconciliation, 
who spoke about her personal path toward healing in the wake of the murder of 
her daughter, Cathi.  This event took place as part of the Social Justice Fifth  
Sunday program.  On October 4, St. John’s United Methodist Church hosted a 
screening of “At the Death House Door” and a discussion with TCADP Executive 
Director Kristin Houlé.   
 
TCADP friends and 
supporters gathered 
on September 16 for 
a special evening of 
music, food, and fel-
lowship at the home 
of TCADP Advisory 
Board Member Sara 
Hickman.  Sara and 
fellow songstress, 
Shelley King, thrilled 
the audience with 
song after song about 
joy, pain, life, and 
perseverance.  We 
are so grateful to these two extraordinary musicians (who are the only two 
women to be named official Texas State Musicians!) and to Sara and her family 
for opening their home to us.  Thanks to everyone who participated in this unique 
south Austin gathering, which helped raise critical funds for our organization!  
(Watch a video from the house party on TCADP’s youtube channel—
www.youtube.com/tcadp—Thank you Mo McMorrow for the videography!) 
 
Beaumont:  Several interested individuals in Beaumont have been gathering to 
plan local education and awareness activities.  Interest includes sponsoring a film 
showing and distributing the TCADP yard signs to be put up on days of               
execution for local awareness.   
 
Brazos Valley: Discussion is underway about sponsoring a film showing at a local 
cinema using the Tugg resource.   
 
Dallas:  Local members have participated in several outreach events over the last 
three months, including the SMU Engaged Learning Expo, the Dallas Pride           
Festival, Fiesta Latinoamericana!, and the annual Parish Gran Fiesta at Nuestra 
Senora del Pilar.   Collectively, these events generated nearly 200 new contacts 
for the organization! Members of the TCADP Dallas Religious Outreach Commit-
tee continue to prepare for a “faithful conversation about the death penalty” 
with local faith leaders and people of faith.  The event will take place on           
Tuesday, December 4 at Paul Quinn College.  More details and RSVP for tickets 
at  http://tcadp.org/faithful-conversation/.  
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Huntsville (Location of Executions) Corner of 12th and Ave. I (in 
front of Walls Unit) at 5:15 pm 
 

Austin (Site 1) - On Congress at 11 St.,  5:30 - 6:30 pm,  (Site 2) - 
Prayer vigil at St. Ignatius Martyr Catholic Church on Oltorf and Con-
gress at 6:00pm (approx 20 minutes) 
 

Beaumont Diocese of Beaumont, Diocesan Pastoral Office, 703 
Archie St.@ 4:00 pm on the day of an execution 
 

Brownsville 802 and Paredes Lane from 4:30 -5:30pm 
 

College Station 5:30 to 6 pm, east of Texas A&M campus at the 
corner of Walton and Texas Ave. across the street from the main 
entrance 
 

Corpus Christi Sisters Of Incarnate Word Convent, 2930 Alameda, 
6:00 pm 
 

Cuero At Gazebo on Main Street , next to Library, 5:45 pm. Public 
Invited. For information call 361-676-2921 
 

El Paso (Site 1) 6:00 pm Saint Patrick Cathedral, 1118 N Mesa St , 
(Site 2) Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 131 S Zaragosa Rd, (Site 3) Our 
Lady of Guadalupe 2709 Alabama, and (Site 4) St. Pius X Hope 
Chapel, 1050 N Clark. 
 

Ganado At Assumption Catholic Church Pro-Life Monument, 5:45 pm 
Public invited. For information call 361-771-3325 
 

Houston Rotating Locations… October-December 5:30 to 6:20 at the 
corner of Almeda Rd. and Holcombe Blvd. by the Dominican Sisters 
Community  
 

Lubbock St. John's United Methodist Church, 1501 University Ave., 
5:30 to 6:30 pm  
 

McAllen In front of The Monitor, corner of Nolana and Jackson at 
5:30 pm 
 

McKinney St. Gabriel the Archangel Catholic Community located at 
110 St. Gabriel Way, the last Sunday of the month, following the 
11:00 mass to remember those scheduled for execution in the follow-
ing month, as well as the victims of their crimes and family members 
on both sides 
 

Odessa  Public vigil takes place from 5:00 to 5:30 pm in front of St. 
Joseph Catholic Parish, 907 S. Dixie, Odessa 79761.  Prayer takes 
place inside the church from 5:30 to 6:00 PM.  All are welcome.  The 
church phone number is 432-337-2213 
 

San Antonio (Site 1) - Archdiocese of San Antonio, in the St. Joseph 
Chapel at the Chancery, 2718 W. Woodlawn Ave. (1 mile east of 
Bandera Rd.) at 11:30 am on the day of execution. Broadcast on 
Catholic Television of San Antonio (Time-Warner cable channel 15) at 
12:30 pm and 6:30 pm on the day of execution. (Site 2) - Main 

Plaza across from Bexar County Courthouse and San Fernando Ca-
thedral - Noon (Site 3) - Join the Sisters of Divine Providence and 
friends in vigil and prayer from 6:00 - 6:30 pm on Texas execution 
days in front of Our Lady of the Lake Convent by the large cruci-
fix.  515 S.W. 24th Street 
 

Spring  Prayer Vigil at 6 pm on evenings of executions at St Edward 
Catholic Community, 2601 Spring Stuebner Rd, Spring, TX  77389 
for the murder victim, for family and friends of the murder victim, the 
prison guards and correctional officers, for the family of the con-
demned man/woman, for the man/woman to be executed and to an 
end to the death penalty 
 

Victoria At Incarnate Word Convent, 5:45 pm. Public Invited. For 
information call 361-575-7111 

 

Vigil Locations  tcadp.org under “Get Involved” 
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El Paso: On September 21, members of El Pasoans Against 
the Death Penalty participated in the International Day of 
Peace on the UTEP campus (pictured).  The chapter is now 
meeting on the third Monday of each month at St. Pius X 
Catholic Church at 7:00 PM. 

Houston:  In September, former Bexar County District    
Attorney Sam Millsap and Jan Brown, a member of Murder 
Victims’ Families for Reconciliation, addressed the United 
Methodist Women at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church.  
Also in September, local members staffed information 
booths at the Rice University Dinner and Tabling Fair and 
the Helping Hands Fair at the University of St. Thomas.  
 
On October 10, the Houston Chapter of TCADP, along with 
the Houston Peace and Justice Center, Pax Christi Houston, 
Amnesty International Group 23, the ACLU of Texas, and 
KPFT 90.1FM Radio for Peace observed World Day 
Against the Death Penalty with a press conference and 
vigil in front of the Harris County Courthouse.  Dr. Linda 
White was the featured speaker.  
 
San Antonio: TCADP Advisory Board Member Roger Barnes 
addressed the Freethinkers Association in August, while in 

September TCADP         
volunteers staffed an 
information booth at the 
North East Bexar 
County Democrats           
Labor Day Picnic.  In 
October, local members 
provided materials on 
the death penalty at the 
“For Life Fair” at St. 
Francis of Assisi Catholic 
Church, and Susan Ives 
spoke to the local 
Friends Meeting about 
the death penalty and 
TCADP.  

youtube.com/tcadp/ 



TCADP thanks the following individuals and organizations for their generous contributions in the past quarter 
(July 12 – October 22, 2012).   Your financial assistance is critical to all of the activities and events described 
in this newsletter!  Please let us know if we have inadvertently left you or your partner off of this list.  We 
apologize in advance if we missed anyone. 

Thank You for Your Generous Support 

Angelle Adams* 
Karim Alkadhi and Ann Bragdon 
Dr. Kate Allen 
Ms. Ariel Anderson 
David Atwood* 
Nancy Bailey 
Dr. Robert and Sheila Baker 
Roger and Karin Barnes 
Kathleen Barrett* 
Niki Bergin* 
Michael Blair 
Byrd Bonner 
Julie Bowman 
Sylvia Braggs 
Les Breeding* 
Ardith Bronson 
Rev. Susan Buchanan* 
Helene Burns* 
Colleen Butterfield 
Deborah Campbell 
Fr. Wilfred S. Canning 
Karen and Joseph Carrizales 
Julie Caso 
Drs. Charles and Rosemary Conlon 
Serena Connelly 
Jim and Sherry Coombes* 
David Cory 
Barbara Cowan 
Carla Crisford 
Arthur L. Dietz* 
Russell and Graciela Doncouse 
Richard Donnelly 
Pat and Charlie Doyle 
Martha Eberle* 
Rev. John Elford 
Kelly Epstein* 
Sarah Evans 
Frances T. Farenthold 
Shirley Farrell* 
Kenneth Ferris 
Mary Ellen Fine 
Archbishop Joseph Fiorenza 
Dr. Jennifer Ganz 
Eliseo Garcia 
Roger Gibeault 
Mary Lou Gibson 
Mary Glover 
Ginger Goodin 

Susan Gries 
Mrs. Kimberly Gudimetla 
Richard Gutierrez 
Scott and Cordelia Hayden 
Chuck and Sue Heaberlin 
Mary Heartlein* 
Jan Heinrichs 
Katherine Hess 
Judy Holloway* 
Bill Holston 
John Houlé* 
Paul Hudson 
Carol Ann Hunt 
Charlie Jackson 
Bridget L. Jensen 
Carole Johnson 
Jessie Johnson 
Paula Keeth* 
Birdie Kelley 
Nancy and Jerry Kelly 
Carolyn Kennington 
Rev. and Mrs. Bernard Kern 
Marcella C. King 
Karen Lovett 
Fr. John Manahan* 
Ms. Rita Martin 
Alicia McCoy 
William Mefford* 
Mrs. English Miller 
Rev. Fredda Horton Minick 
Sr. Miriam Mitchell 
Pat Monks, Esq,* 
Christine and Mike Morshedi 
Joan and Bill Mueller 
Anne Mund* 
Emily Murphy 
Hon. Sheila Murphy 
Ruby Nelson 
Ms. Jo Pierce 
Jim and Katherine Ray 
Kelly Reid 
Diana Reynolds 
Ellen Richards 
Owen and Xochitl Ross 
Scott Ruthart 
Sean Ryan 
Catherine J. Schneider* 
Greg Sells 

Jennifer Simmons* 
Barbara and Louis Sklar* 
Ann Smith 
Annette Spanhel* 
Liz and Duff Stewart 
L.S. Thomas 
Mary Tonsager, PhD. 
Bob and Jean Van Steenburg*  
Elizabeth Villafranca 
Ariana Vincent 
Mark Vozar 
Fr. Hubert Wade Jr 
Lynn Walters* 
Keith Whipple 
Linda White* 
Janice Williams 
Janice and Wayne Williams 
Rich Woodward* 
John F. Yeaman 
Leo and Lucia Zonn 
 
Catholic Mobilizing Network 
Congregational Church of Austin 
Methodist Federation for Social Action-

Southwest Texas Chapter 
Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana 

Synod of the E.L.C.A. 
Pax Christi Dallas 
St. Thomas More Parish* 
Texas After Violence Project 
Texas Baptist Christian Life Commission 
 
*Signifies Partner for Justice, TCADP’s 
recurring donation program; look for 
the form in this newsletter or go online 
for details! 
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If there is no 
date on your 
address label or 
a date prior to 
10/1/2012, 
please take the 
time to renew 
your  
membership or 
become a new 
member.  See 
tcadp.org/join-
tcadp/ for  
membership 
form. Thank 
you! 

Return Service Requested 

A Faithful Conversation on the Death Penalty with Dallas Faith Leaders 
December 4, 2012, 7:00-9:00pm 
 
 
All Dallas-Forth Worth area clergy and 
lay people are invited to attend! 

 

 

Paul Quinn College, Grande Lounge 
3837 Simpson Stuart Road, Dallas, Texas 75241 
 
The conversation with Dallas faith leaders will include the challenges of moving Texas away from a culture of vengeance to-
ward a culture of accountability that does not rely on the death penalty; addressing the issue of the death penalty from the 
pulpit; and how faith leaders and people of faith can take a more proactive role in educating their congregations about the  
death penalty.  

See who is participating, reserve your free tickets (limited seating), and submit questions for the panel 
at http://tcadp.org/faithful-conversation/. 


